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SUBURBAN DAD DRAKE MALLARD BY DAY, DARING DUCK OF MYSTERY 
BY NIGHT--DARKWING STANDS AGAINST THE TIDE OF VILLAINY WITH 
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MUCH-NEEDED HELP FROM HIS FEARLESS ADOPTED DAUGHTER, 
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ome on, Splat- 
ter Phoenix! 
These poor 


booth managers work so 
hard on their convention dis- 
plays. Can’t you just tweet your artis- 
tic complaints like normal people? | mean, 
just look at all the opinions we have on 
this very page--you don’t see us knocking 
over stacks of slabbed comics in self-righteous 
rage about it! Look, some of them aren't even about our periodical: 


To the Editor of Better Than Your Home and Garden, 

I adored the Quackburn’s feature (“The Cure for 
Everything That Ails You, and Then Some”) in your May 
issue. Without a doubt, it’s my new favorite product. 
Good-bye, psoriasis! I do question the company’s choice of 
spokesperson, though. Couldn’t they have found someone 
with a more sedate sense of fashion? 

I believe I speak for many of us in St. Canard when 
I say that your magazine has been a beacon of hope in a 
hurricane of turmoil. Even amidst the mayhem of our most 
recent election—not to mention the chaotic fallout of the 
Quackwerks debacle—you’ve been there, bringing smiles 
to our faces and low-calorie desserts to our recipe books. 

It’s so wonderful to have a monthly publication reminding 
us that, even when that duck in the purple suit is battling 
an oddly-named villain for the fate of our metropolis, there 
is still hope. Bless you for your diligence in providing St. 
Canard—and all of Calisota—with quality reading material. 
May you continue to do so for years to come. 


Abigail Hookbill 
St. Canard 


Abby, we forwarded your misaddressed note to our pals at BTYHG, but | should 
mention that the current Quackburn’s spokesduck has a very keen fashion 
sense. Why, just this spring, hipsters everywhere were trading in their turtle- 
necks for neckties. Only icons make that kind of impact, my friend! 


Far, far away from a distant land (Pert) comes a real fan. 
I was an early follower, starting with the Disney Darkwing 
Duck cartoons waaaay back in the day, and when I found 
out you were releasing Darkwing Duck in comic book form 
again, I was ready. The stories are quite enjoyable, but I 
know the best is yet to come as Gosalyn takes much more 
creative space on your drawing boards! 

Consider me a loyal DD fan . . . it’s already getting 
dangerous, I can feel it! 


José Carlos F. 
Lima, Pert 


Thanks for writing, José! We know D.W.’s exploits are enjoyed on every 
continent, but we still like to have cold, hard evidence every now and 
then. And you’re not the only Gosalyn fan around here... 


As a Gosalyn fan, I particularly enjoyed Disney Darkwing 
Duck #3, where she got her own special page in addition 
to great lines and fun scenes in the story. And speaking 
of special pages, the “From the Files of Darkwing Duck” 
backup features are a great way to introduce the various 
villains to readers like me, who have only watched about a 
third of the TV episodes. 

My favorite character from the TV series is Dr. Beatrice 
Bruté from “Apes of Wrath.” Is there any possibility she might 
show up in the comics? I’m thinking she could come to St. 
Canard for a symposium on the great apes, and then One-Shot 
could crash as a great-ape wannabe. Academic conferences 
need more random things thrown through the air. 


Elaine R. 
Branford, CT 


| agree that more things should be thrown through the air in general, es- 
pecially in academia, and I’m sure One-Shot and Beatrice would become 
fast friends. Unfortunately, though, we don’t have too much control over 
which villains get page time. It involves complex negotiations with the 
Cartoon Villains Guild, and believe me, you’ve never seen contract riders 
like theirs! But one thing | can say for sure is that that’s not the last time 
you'll see Gosalyn leading the way in this series. Which should be good 
news to Anthony, who rounds out our Gosalyn Fan Club this month: 


I can’t begin to tell you just how much I am enjoying 
your brand-new comic book series based on Disney’s 
“duck knight”! All in all, this is a beautiful treat for fans. 
My only regret is that Christine Cavanaugh, who voiced 
Gosalyn Mallard on the show, is no longer with us to enjoy 
these spectacular new stories you folks have come up with, 
as she passed away on December 22, 2014, at the young age 
of 51. Perhaps you can do a tribute to her in a future issue . 
.. she most definitely deserves it! 


Anthony G. 
Parts Unknown 


Sorry we had to cut your questions, Anthony, but | wanted to get right to the 
important part. Christine’s passing was a blow to all of usin D.W. fandom, and! 
appreciate your reminder of not only her exemplary work creating one of our 
favorite characters, but of the work of every member of the original series 
cast and crew who gave us a St. Canard to explore in the first place. We want 
this comic to serve as a tribute to their work and a testament to the legacy of 
Christine's talent. We'll be here next issue to keep at it and hope you’lljoin us! 


-- Jesse Post 


We want to hear from you! Send your questions, recipes, and information leading to the arrest 


of super-villains to info@joebooks.com (with “OK TO PRINT” in the subject line). 
Gosalyn may decide to print your insights here for all of St. Canard to see! 


ABRUSH with 
crwere GREATNESS! 
rogues’ gallery, then Darkwing Duck’s wide- 


THAT one up for a while.) 
collection of foes easily puts the Masked 
Mallard in contention for a spot in the top five 
superheroes of all time. And with the exception of 
last issue’s villain, the felonious feline known as 
Fluffy, there has been no villain that James and I have 
gotten more requests for than Splatter Phoenix. 

Splatter Phoenix debuted in the Disney 
Darkwing Duck Season Two episode, “A Brush with 
Oblivion,” written by Mirith Schilder under story 
editor Carter Crocker. Partly inspired by the strange 
and imaginative stories from midcentury Marvel 
Comics like Amazing Fantasy, Steve Ditko’s tales 
of two-dimensional shadow people, and the long- 
time fantasy trope of people becoming trapped in 
paintings or on the other side of the mirror, Splatter 
Phoenix spun this “weird fiction” heritage into a fun 
take on art and pretension. And although she only 
appeared in one more episode (“Paint Misbehavin’,” 
written by Matt Uitz under story editor Doug 
Langdale) or perhaps because of her small number 
of appearances, she became one of fandom’s 
favorite characters. 


f a superhero’s greatness can be defined by his 


When James and I first began discussing 
how to bring back everyone’s favorite “daringly 
innovative pseudo-anti-neo-postmodern 
deconstructionist,” we knew we wanted to 
set the story at a comic book convention. 
Although “Paint Misbehavin’” begins at 
acon, it served as more of a Macguffin, so 
we wanted something bigger: a full-fledged 
romp through the brightly colored, yet still 
somehow musty, corridors of comics history. 
There was only one problem: Splatter Phoenix 
was dissolved by turpentine in her final animated 
appearance—one of a handful of characters who 
“died” on the cartoon. 

In the Silver Age of comics, characters died 
and were resurrected all the time, with nary an 
explanation for their return (heck, even Negaduck 


has pulled that off on occasion), so we certainly 
could have gone that route. But one of the threads 
still dangling in our very carefully planned (*cough* 
What? I just have something caught in my throat! 
*cough*) mythos is the scheming Phantom Blot 
and his mysterious extranormal ink. With this ne’er- 
do-well empowering Splatter Phoenix’s miraculous 
recovery, all we had to do from there was turn up the 
nonsense and tear off the knob! 

So, once again, Darkwing Duck triumphs over 
evil, but Splatter Phoenix 
once again proves even 

death or dissolution 
I~ can't keep a good 
villain down! And 
if you think for a 
minute she’s going to 
stay slabbed in a comic 
book (ooh, a double 
entendre!) well, stay 
tuned for what we’ve 
got planned for her in 
future issues! 
Stay dangerous! 


Aaron Sparrow 
Sept. 2016 


HISTORY: In an attempt to teach Gosalyn 
Sprungston Waddlespin III Mallard about responsibility, Drake Mallard 
Publicly known allowed her to choose a pet. Steering her 
Professional criminal away from her more vicious preferences, Drake 
Unknown recommended a box turtle. At that moment, 
None known another customer confronted them, demanding 
None Gosalyn unhand his turtle. 

“The Untimely As Drake scuffled with the stranger, Gosalyn 
Terror of the Time Turtle,” Darkwing Duck began to disintegrate, and was immediately 
Annual #1 transported to the inner workings of the St. 
“My clock is running fine, but Canard Clocktower. There she found Darkwing 
your time is running out!” battling a villain called Chronoduck, who sent 
When the crime fighter plunging to his apparent death. 
in possession of the Time Turtle, Snapping back to the pet store, Gosalyn’s 
Chronoduck can slip in and out of the momentary confusion allowed the unruly 
timestream at will. customer to snatch the turtle from her grasp. 
Claiming that “only this turtle is slow enough 
to crawl between seconds and into the 
chronoplasm of time,” the customer transformed 
into Chronoduck, proclaiming himself “master 

of time and clockery!” 

While Darkwing set off to stop the villain, 
Gosalyn understood that she had glimpsed a 
terrible possible future if Darkwing followed the 
natural course of events. Gosalyn, remembering 
a note on the bottom of the turtle that read, 
“Pack the bungee,” did exactly that, and after 
trailing her father to the clocktower, used the 
bungee to save him. She then returned to the 
pet store to leave the note for her past self, 

and to trade in the turtle for a new pet 


TAURUS BULBA 


Taurus Bulba 
Publicly known 
Criminal mastermind, 
former secret CEO of Quackwerks 
Unknown 
None known 
Clovis (personal assistant), 
Hammerhead Hannigan (henchman), Hoof 
and Mouth (henchmen), Tantalus (pet 
condor) 
“Darkly Dawns the 
Duck,” Disney Darkwing Duck, Season 1, 
Episode 1 
“Somewhere down there is 
this Darkwing Duck. I’ve watched him. 
| know his weakness. His posing, his 
flamboyance, the mask and cape! 
Ha ha! That hat! It all indicates an 
ego the size of a small planet!” 


Taurus Bulba is a criminal 
genius. Already a physically 
imposing foe, Bulba’s 
cybernetic enhancements 
have given him the ability to 
transform his body into any 
number of weapons, as 
well as to transfer his 
consciousness into any 
electronic device 

in close 

proximity. 


HISTORY: Not much is known about Taurus 
Bulba’s background before he crossed paths 
with Darkwing Duck. Serving a 99-year 
prison sentence for multiple crimes, Bulba 
maintained control of his criminal empire from 
his cell. 

After sending Hammerhead Hannigan 
and his henchmen to steal the Waddlemeyer 
Ramrod, an experimental weapon, he became 
angry when his agents eliminated its inventor, 
Professor Waddlemeyer, before obtaining the 
control codes. Surmising that the professor’s 
only living relative—his granddaughter 
Gosalyn—would know the codes, Bulba 
attempted to have her kidnapped from the St. 
Canard Orphanage, but crossed paths with 
Darkwing Duck. Darkwing learned the codes 


rom Gosalyn, who was unaware that 

a song her grandfather taught her 
contained the proper sequence. 

Bulba forced the codes from the 
Masked Mallard after threatening 

MY, Gosalyn’s_ life. Darkwing battled 


Bulba, destroying the Ramrod in a fiery 


2 explosion. 
py Bulba, presumed dead, was 
i recovered by agents of FO.WLL. 


(Fiendish Organization for World 
Larceny) and turned into a 
powerful cyborg who they 
hoped would do _ their 
bidding. Bulba refused, 
terrorizing Steelbeak 
and his agents before 
seeking revenge on 
Darkwing Duck and 
Gosalyn (now Darkwing’s 
adopted daughter). This 
battle was complicated by 
flaws in Bulba’s cyborg body, 
which is prone to overheating, 
but he escaped capture. 
FO.W.L. and Bulba waged war on 
each other, culminating in the destruction of 
y Bulba’s cyborg body. At the last moment, 
Bulba transferred his consciousness 
into the nearest electrical appliance, 
a “Blendito” food processor in the 
breakroom of F.O.W.L.’s headquarters. 
Attempting to recover financially from 
the costly conflict, FO.W.L. held 
a massive yard sale, and the 
Blendito was purchased by an 


oblivious Gyro Gearloose. Bulba reassembled 
himself in a purely robotic body and, desiring 
the nearby Gizmoduck suit, demanded the 
activation code from Gearloose. Seeing 
Gearloose in peril, Gyro’s robotic sidekick, 
Helper, gave Bulba the password, but Gyro 
quickly changed it to a randomized phrase. 
Vowing to show Gearloose that nothing is 
beyond his control, Bulba stole the suit and 
set out to crack the code. 

Bulba returned to St. Canard, seizing 
corporate control over the city via the 
massive conglomerate, Quackwerks, and 
manipulated events to drive Darkwing 
Duck into retirement. In an attempt to 
discover the voice and code that would 
activate the Gizmoduck suit, Bulba used 
the Quackwerks company’s totalitarian 
law-enforcement robots to _ arrest 
citizens and force them to read the 
entire dictionary out loud. 

When Honker Muddlefoot was 
arrested by Bulba’s Crimebots, 
Darkwing came out of retirement to 
investigate. While facing Bulba on 
the massive Quackwerks orbiting 
satellite, _Gosalyn’s exclamation, 
“Keen gear!” ~=— activated _— the 
Gizmoduck suit, transforming her 
into Gosmoduck. 

Darkwing and Bulba tumbled 
from the satellite when Darkwing 
revealed he was willing to 
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sacrifice his own life to save Gosalyn The brutal, bloviating bovine 

and Launchpad McQuack. Launchpad Taurus Bulba is the most cunning 
: : convict Thave ever countenanced 

caught Darkwing with the Thunderquack : 


His rash robotization atthe 


and Bulba plummeted to the ground hands of F.0.W.L. has made him 

below, where he was deactivated by more dangerous than ever, but 

Gosmoduck. also more vulnerable to his 
Whether Bulba has found a way to onerous obsessions. This ts one 


villaintTean securely say-I-_hope 


cheat death yet again remains to be seen. 
Inever cross paths with again! 
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Mondo 
Publicly known 
Hunter, professional 


criminal 
Unknown 
None known 
None 
“Mondo: The Mad 
Mask Misappropriator,” Disney Adventures 
Vol. 5, Issue 9 
“Normally, I'd save the most 
dangerous trophy for last! But Darkwing 
Duck’s card fell out of my catalog, and | 
didn’t find it until spring cleaning!” 
Although he 
possesses no superhuman powers, Mondo 
is a cunning strategist, an exceptional 
hunter/trapper, and an accomplished 
combatant. Mondo is proficient in the 
use of multiple weapons, and has spring- 
loaded shoes that help 
him leap to above- 
average heights and 
distances. 


HISTORY: An enthusiastic and accomplished 
tracker and hunter, Mondo conquered every 
challenge he set for himself and quickly grew 
restless with his chosen hobby. Deciding he 
needed to hunt the most dangerous game, he 
set his sights on the superhero community. 
Making a career out of defeating superheroes, 
revealing their secret identities, and keeping 
their masks as trophies, Mondo became the 
scourge of the superhero set. 

Darkwing Duck first learned of Mondo while 
volunteering at a superhero retirement home 
where Mondo’s victims wound up after having 
their secret identities revealed. Coincidentally, 
Darkwing was Mondo’s next target. 

After baiting Darkwing with a robbery, the two 
fought until Darkwing was knocked unconscious. 
Mondo removed his mask, planning to reveal 
Darkwing’s face to the assembled crowd. 
Gosalyn Mallard and Launchpad McQuack 
intervened and Mondo, unnerved by the 
presence of two new heroes, fled with the mask. 

Arriving at City Hall in a new mask, Darkwing 
loudly proclaimed that Mondo would soon 
be dispatched. Mondo rushed to the scene 
and snatched the second mask, but to his 
annoyance, Darkwing wore a third underneath. 

As Darkwing and Mondo brawled, Gosalyn 
and Launchpad returned to the retirement home 
to convince the retired superheroes to join the 
battle. Mondo, seeing the odds stacked against 
him, tried to escape, but Darkwing and the other 

assembled heroes stopped him. Emboldened, 
the retired superheroes vowed to once again 
fight crime thanks to Darkwing’s assistance, and 
~ a dispirited Mondo grudgingly promised 

to collect stamps from then on. 
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The malevolent, mask~ 5 
obsessed miscreant Mondo 
made one massive mistake, 
and that-was matching 7 
minds with the magnificen 
Midnight Mallard! The 
only time ne’1l ever a 
misappropriate my-mas 
is when my mighty mug is : 
finally pasted on 4 postag' 
stamp! (which reminds ee ae 
writing campaign to-get 
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Thave a letter- 


